
 

 

 

 
 
 
THE FIM® INSTRUMENT 
     The FIM® Instrument was intended to measure a patient’s disability in terms of the need for 
assistance.  Facilities world-wide use the FIM® Instrument to document patient functionality 
throughout medical rehabilitation, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
have adopted it for the Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility – Prospective Payment System (IRF-
PPS).  Since its introduction, over 960 articles of supporting research and study have been 
published.  
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